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June 18, 2026

Board of City Commissioners
City Hall

225 4™ Street North

Fargo, ND 58102

RE: Amending Section 1-0305 Relating to the Classification of Ordinance Violations —
Dangerous Building Violations

Dear Commissioners,

Enclosed for your review and consideration is an ordinance amending Section 1-0305(A)(1)
relating to the classification of ordinance violations.

Article 21-04 of the Fargo Municipal Code, which governs dangerous buildings, currently
classifies violations as misdemeanors under Section 21-0406. However, Article 21-04 is not
currently included among the misdemeanor classifications listed in Section 1-0305(A)(1).

The amendment is merely a “clean up” measure intended to eliminate an inconsistency within the
code and ensure that the general classification provisions accurately reflect the existing penalty
provisions applicable to dangerous building violations. The amendment is clarifying in nature and
does not create a new offense or increase any existing penalties.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Suggested Motion: [ move to waive receipt and filing of the enclosed ordinance
one week prior to first reading and that this be the first reading, by title, of an
Ordinance Amending Section 1-0305(A)(1) of Article 1-03 of Chapter 1 of the
Fargo Municipal Code relating to the classification of ordinance violations.

Sincerely,

(G4F 2Ly

Alissa R. Farol Czapiewski
Assistant City Attorney
Enclosure

cc: Shawn Ouradnik, Inspections Director
Chief Travis Stefonowicz, Fargo Police Department
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OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1-0305A, OF ARTICLE 1-03,
OF CHAPTER 1, OF THE FARGO MUNICIPAL CODE
RELATING TO CLASSIFICATION OF ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS

WHEREAS, the electorate of the City of Fargo has adopted a home rule charter in
accordance with Chapter 40-05.1 of the North Dakota Century Code; and

WHEREAS, Section 40-05.1-06 of the North Dakota Century Code provides that the
City shall have the right to implement home rule powers by ordinance; and

WHEREAS, Section 40-05.1-05 of the North Dakota Century Code provides that said
home rule charter and any ordinances made pursuant thereto shall supersede state laws in
conflict therewith and shall be liberally construed for such purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Board of City Commissioners deems it necessary and appropriate
to implement such authority by the adoption of this ordinance;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it Ordained by the Board of City Commissioners of the City of Fargo:

Section 1. Amendment.

Section 1-0305A, of Article 1-03, of Chapter 1, of the Fargo Municipal Code, is amended
as follows:

1-0305A. - Classification of ordinance violations.

A. Violations of the following ordinances are Class B misdemeanors, subject to
punishment as provided in this article:

L Section 1-0306(D) (failure to appear or post bond on a non-criminal, non-
traffic offense), section 8-0305(A)(2) (fictitious registration), section 8-0305(A)(3)
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OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA

ORDINANCE NO.

(lending registration plates), section 8-0308 (reproducing operator's or driver's
license or permit), section 8-0309 (driving under suspension), section 8-0310
(driving under the influence), section 8-0314 (reckless driving), section 8-0320(D)
(failure to deliver plates) section 8-0803 (accidents involving damage to vehicle),
section 8-0804 (duty to give information and render aid), section 8-0805 (duty upon
striking fixture or other property), section 8-0809 (false reports), section 10-0104
(curfew), section 10-0201 (indecent exposure), section 10-0301 (disorderly
conduct), section 10-0201 (indecent exposure), section 10-0301 (disorderly
conduct), section 10-0317 (resisting police officer), section 10-0319 (incendiary
devices), section 10-0320 (registration in schools), section 10-0321 (criminal
mischief), section 10-0321.1 (criminal mischief-hate crime), section 10-0322
(harassment), section 10-0322.1 (harassment-hate crime), section 10-0323 (simple
assault), section 10-0323.1 (simple assault-hate crime), section 10-0324 (aiding and
abetting), section 10-0601 (shoplifting), section 10-0602 (theft), section 10-0702
(order to disperse), section 10-0703 (tenant/owner cooperation required), section
10-1202(2) (=2 oz. marijuana) and 10-1202(3) (under 21 in possession of
marijuana), section 12-0117(C) and 12-0117(G) (potentially dangerous and
dangerous dogs), section 13-0511 (removal of wastes), section 13-0513 (fee/permit
for hauling waste), section 13-0529 (misuse of compost sites), article 13-13 (drug
lab cleanup), article 13-18_(massage therapy establishments), chapter 17 (sewers
and sewerage), article 18-09 (excavation code), article 21-04 (dangerous buildings),
section 25-0412 (unlicensed taxicab or vehicle for hire), section 25-1509(A)
(selling alcoholic beverage to minor), section 25-1518(C) (minor misrepresenting
age), and section 25-1518(D) (delivery of alcoholic beverage to minor), article 25-
33 (tattoos, body art and body piercing), article 25-36 (tanning facilities), article
25-38 (commercial pedal car vehicles).

[§8)
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OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA

ORDINANCE NO.

Section 2. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and
approval.

Joshua Boschee., Mayor

Attest:
First Reading:
Second Reading
Angie Bear, Deputy Auditor Final Passage:

on behalf of City Auditor
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